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It was on asiBbsx 38, 1939 that open military resistance to the Nazis 
by the Polish nrm.y ceased with the fall of Modlin fortress. A hopelessly unprepared, 
wretchedly poor Poland, disunited, led by fascists and anti-Semites, having fought 
with reckless bravery, finally succombed to the overwhelming strength of the 
panzers. 

Proudly the Nazi high command announced the 500,000 Polish or is oners 
it had taken ahd been put to work in German industry or were harvesting the 
Polish sugar-beet crop. 

'■Poland is lost”, most people thought, and was given up as '/ 

lost to the Nazis until the Nazis were finally whipped. 

Even tne Nazis thought Poland was lost anu that the Poles had given 
up, A wb ft h t nut not for long. Hardly had they buried their kasdx first dead — 
for this was the first military opposition to the ^azis - when the Hitlerites 
were astounded and confused by what the" lost" Poles had done. 

On November 7, 1939, Poland was blanketed with a statement inspiringly 

labelled "Manifesto of Freedom”. This statement said it had been drawn up by 

labor 

representatives of various/organizations wte4xhxhsazfc®E3iz3B±zs?5^fEixz±haz 
gEEpasex af z ZBa t A r .u z xgxtheg: gixaggdaszsgKinst /.xhaczMasas which had gone underground. 
After explaining how the corruption and weakness of the former government had 
hastened the collapse of Poland, the manifesto reported to the people what 
porgressiv£force£ had done since the aspxtiiiEtiBnz r r v -w A p p y and 
announced the struggle was going to continue for the achieving of 10 objectives 

These included full political freedom and independence, • elimination 

groups 

of all possibility that privileged/might seize power over the masses, the worker 
peasants and intellectually "political democracy. . .a workers’ and peasants’ 
government enjoying the confidence of the people and representing the interests 
of all workingmen"; "abolition of' large landed -states by means of a thorough 




...agrarian reform. ..and the abolition of monopolistic organizations such as 
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cartels, syndicates, etc. ...and protection of small businessmen"; a democratic 

military force "which will preclude end caste system" ;"Yull political, economic 

and cultural equ&Mty. Race doctrinesand anti-Semitism must be eliminated from 

public life in Roland"; "universal free education"; freedom of science and 

religion; social protection of ell people; and a foreign policy " based 'on mutual 

free 

understanding and full cooperation with all/peoples. . .particularly with the 

nations with which Roland has to live in good neighborly relations." 

The manifesto concluded, "The struggle for such a Poland is a 

struggle for freedom, justice, and peace. The fight for such a Poland is a 

struggle for Socialism and in this struggle the masses of Poland... are not 

isolated. , .V/e fight ifnder the noble slogan, "For your freedom and ours." 

Under this slogan, the age-old slogan of the Foies in their unsuccess# 

ful fight for freedom, the anti-fascist masses organized. This manifesto was a 

bgginning . Tews in particular, with their freedom from persecution and complete 

equality promised, flocked into the Underground, 

From this beginning the Underground^ has grown larger, broader and 

deeper. Today it includes not onljr labor unions, but peasants' organizations 

and groups representing all segments of Polish life. 

Today, in fact, the Underground is an army, partially mobilized add 

fighting the Nazis. Full mobilization, awaits the coming of help in the form 

of a western front, which will focce the Nazis to decrease the size of the 

army of occupation. Meanwhile, the Underground is employing every weapon in 

its relentless struggle against the Nazis. It is safe to say they have cost 
men end materials 

the Nazis more/than the conquest of France end the low countries. 

How this amaiing feat was achieved by a people who in 1959 were 
about the most illiterate and 'poorest in Europe, in the face of unbelievable 
barbarities inflicted upon them by the Nazis, is one of the most inspiring 
stories of this world-wide war against international fascism. 

Complete documentation and names will have to wait for the day of 




Victory, but a brief summary can be given without revealing anything to 
the Nazis. They know this story l 

Prior to September 1939 Poland, like many other European countries, 
had a semi-fascist government. It’s foreign policy was based upon friendship 
with Hitler and hatred for the Soviet Union. Even when faced with a Hitler 
invasion, the fascist rulers of r oland fought alone sather than accept the 
offered assistance of the Soviet Union. 

As the Polish government became more and more fascist and more and 

more repressive, rivalling even Hitler in its persecution of the Jews, in its 

opposition to unions and peasants organizations, the masses of Poland began 

to organize resistance. In 193? the government issued an edict demanding the 

suspension of a series of capers published and distributed by the teachers’ 

union. The 'teachers refused to comply and struck against the government, When 

the trade unions announced their support of the teachers, the government 

retreated. Similarly, the comparatively strong peasants’ union engaged in 

auccessful strikes of a political nature, forcing the release of political 

prisoners from concentration camps. 

hen the war began there were about a million Poles who were 

members of trades unions. They were to form the nucleus of the Underground, 

for 

The Underground would have come even if Hitler haM’t,/^he foies 
would not have tolerated their government and its brand of fascism much 
longer. It was actually in the process of being organized by the. workers’ and 
peasants groups, to be employed against Polish reactionaries when Hitler 
struck. 

With the military defeat ssdxths a great unity came to the Poles. 

side by side 

common experiences bound them together, ken who had fought/in the army, Zngsthgxy 
or had hidden from the Stukas in the same cellar, kept in touch with each other . 

In their long struggle for freedom the Poles learned that tamAesaz 
their fate is tied up with the fate of freedom-loving and democratic people 




I _ , , 

j throughout the world, proudly, agents of the Underground in the u nited States 

i 

i 

! point out, the Polish people have been represented in every major struggle ■ 

5 for freedom beginning with the American Mevolution. Iii these years the ^'oles 

\ have learned that they wont be free unless their neighbors are, that Polish 

\ freedom demands freedom for the Czechs, French, Norwegians and other 

", Europeans. This understanding has added to the unity of the Poles themselves. 

This unity was clearly shown following the establishment of the 

ghetto in trr~t S39t Immediately the labor units of the Underground 

published a proclamation, "Do Ludu/ Fzau»g Fracujaeego Jarszawy" ( 

} denouncingan+i-Semitism. They declared 

the establishment of the ghetto was aimed not only at the Jews but at all 

Folish workers. Its purpose, they said, was to disunite the various naf ionaliti® . 

"There are no grades, better or worse, in slavery," they said,. "There 

are no privileged slaves among those who are oppressed by the brutal invader. 

There are only those who continue to fight and those who have yielded," 

This demonstration of solidarity was greeted by the Jews in the 

publication "Voice of Youth", published by Jewish youth inside the ghetto. 

The cover of this journal carried a cartoon showing hands shaking through a 
- ghetto 

broken/ wall, symbolizing the unity of the Jews aid non-Jews. The legaad read, 

All men are brothers - yellow, brown, black, white. Folk races and climates 
are calculated fables. Long live the international brotherhood!" 
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S'znamxBHtsliiaxtkax^atliszt'he sbb C-e utiles responded by tearing down 

part of the ghetto wall, from the outside. This daring act whnt unpunished, (for * 

the Nazis never caught the men who did it. 

v unity and 

Nothing show's the/success of the Underground quite as well as the 
following incident, which occured on February &, 1941. 

Under the very nose of the Gestapo, representatives of 2,000 organiza- 
tions in the Underground actually held a meeting in occupied Poland, a meeting 
that could be called a Congress. Here, without detection, these representa- 
tives drew up a second program and incorporated it in a document entitled, 
"Manifesto to the -People of the World.'’ 

After reviewing the military defeat this manifesto again condemns 
■kfa»y ..g persecution of the Jews and the ghetto. It appeals to all the free people 
for help and concludes; 

"Look at the bloody face of the 'new order' which a victorious 
totalitarianism holds in promise. Look at out country, which is being trans- 
formed into a vast graveyard. This is the fate which awaits the concuored. The 
brutal methods of wholesale extermination, the systematic moral and physical 
tortures which are inflicted today by the invaders upon millions of people 
outdo the darkest cages of human history. 

’"The war' of today, the war against the instigators of war, is above aH 
a defense of the very foundation of civilization, a defense of the most eiasmsdsay 
elementary human rights. In this conflict, no one can remain neutral. We call 
upon the working people of toe world to unite with us in the struggle against 
the new tyranny. Let the century-old slogan of Polish liberation - For Your 
Freedom and Oursl - lead us today in our fight for freedom , Equality and 
Independence I" 

Had there been a single traitor among any of the delegates, or in 
any of the organizations represented, the Gestapo would have wiped them all 
out in a single bloody stroke. 





That there were no traitors and the meeting went unmolested is a 



tribute to all Poles and eloquent testimony to their intergity and courage. 

But part oi. the credit is due the Nazis, for they have fSBSbxklsLis 
maxBmsstxiE-tazihaezsferasgxaEdxEeiiaiiBz- welded the people into this strong, 
responsible movement. It is the only possible answer of a valorous ueople 
to the barbarities and unspeakable tortures of the Nazis. And the only answer 
the Nazis have is more torture, more and greater barbarities. 

Nazi rule m Poland is nothing less than a systematic campaign 
to 0 iii&±ES±Bx eradicate the Poles. At the rate they are going it will asty 
take them only 10 years to eliminate these "baser" people. By September 1941 
over 2,000,000 Poles had been & "deported" to Germany, to become slaves in 
i'.azi industries. Other Poles were sent to other azi=occupied countries, to 
replace Germans sent to live in Poland. Documents in the possession of the 
refuge government in London show over 500,000 guiltless souls murdered or 
incarcerated oy formal. action of ^azi authority. Nobody knows how many were 
slaughtered or sent to concentration camps without the flimsy sanction of 



Nazi "law", 



Nasi soldiers, trained into degeneracy, have a free hand except 
where the people can stop them. Swarming over the country like hungry rats 
they take what they want. Yhever there is a little food, they eat it. .'here 
they, find a Jew they torture him. One of the most inspiring photographs 
smuggled out of Poland by the Underground shows a bearded lew standing firm, 
with his chin up, his shoulders back and his eyes shining defiantly while 
a group of laughing, uniformed Eerrenfolknj the Nazi supermen, pull his 
beard out, hair by h ir. 

vVornen are the particular lust of the Nazis. In village after 

village they rounded up the women and led them off into the woods for what 

n 

the Polish -Review calls" the uspeakable fate". Having satgdxtkair indulged 
their bestial lusts they usually so shot their victims on the spot. 
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In vVarsaw tliere were cases where Nazi officers, after an evening of 
drinking in one of the larger and more popular restaurants, cleared the floor 
and simultaneously raped every waitress. Those officers for whom there were 
no woman applauded their colleagues. 

A lso in Uarsstw the Nazis have axaxEHix erected a monument to 
a Polish literary shrine,, 

their culture. They have taken over/the former home of Adam Sienkiewicz, 
the famous Polish writer, author of Quo Yanis? , ax£BMskziziexExyx3kz±BH£ 
zx z ± hs an ar be zrx 0 f zEr aksrwsfci z Pzz a dmias ex on Trehaeka Street and converted 
it into a swanky house of prostitution for the exclusive use of high army 
officers. The slaves to Nazi lusts, of course, were hand-picked from the 
flower of Polish womanhood. After a short service in this establishment 
they are shipped to the front, where they serve the soldiery. In the Nazi 
-ray prostitution is a high-command trust. Then these poor woman become 
pregnant they are sent to Germany to bear their children, who must be delivered 
to the State. 

This is the worse that life can hold, and death is a welcome relief. 

The plight of those men who the Nazis dont kill, because they 

must have hands for the fields and factories, is slightly better. The 

theoreticians have figured out that they can be softened up and made into 

readily 

drunkards and gamblers. Hence vodka is plentiful and/availafcle in T-oiadd. 

This Nazi trick has failed. The Underground discovered what the 
Nazis were up to and launched a campaign -gainst it in the Underground press, 
zkiahx is z?iBraapszihexniBz± zss± The press of the Underground is, next to the 
Underground itself, perhaps the most amazing thing in ; oland today. 

There are over 100 regularly appearing publications, each the 



organ of a group or dedicated to a' special purpose. Several are iks 



issued by Jewish groups. Tost are sdiiakssns put out by trade unions. 
Certain of the papers specialise in identifying Gesxapo agents or ’’collabor- 



ationists", who are named, described, and sometimes even photographed. Usually 




names and addresses, including trose of relatives and friends of the traitors, 
are given. Some of the papers tell how best to slow down production, how to 
resist the aiazis without incurring retribution, h»«x and how to sabotage 
machinery. 

Generally these papers debunk and warn people against Nazi 
propaganda and carry the truthful news of the battlefronts. They have 
done a tremenduous job of Educating the Foies, carefully explaining every- 
thing, discussing the issues and showing what must be done, .'ithout this 
press, the largest in ^azi- zhzx held countries, the Dade rg round would not 
be as strong. 

The real significance of the size and success of the Underground 
press is hard for citizens of a free country tc grasp. First of all, the 
Nazis have strictly-enforced regulations controlling paper, and it is very 
herd to obtain, hll presses and type must be obtained under extraordinarily 
difficult circumstances. Bur the number of papers snd the circulation per 
issue is constantly incieasing. 

Bach paper prints from SCO to 15,000 espies per issue. It takes 

the coordinated effort of about 250 people to prepare , print and circulate 

each issue. 2 very copy reaches about EC people, .aiypla.ee -..long the line a 

single spy could turn up hundreds of people who would be instantly and 

unceremoniously killed by the Nazis. To date only one of two capers have 

Gestapo 

been detected by the EtiiexfcfcBs, and only a few of ter gore than 2,0,000 



distributers 


hove been caught. 






T-H 
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doesn't sound so hr 
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Pii+ed Tntes, but Fee 


organ i sat ion 


of the ’b-.ge.rg round 


and Its agencies 


are a superhuman job. 



-:,ft~r a while morale reached a very low ebb. It reauaah its lowest after 
the collapse of France, when the Gestapo cane aecross information in Branch 
hands that led to the deaths -of thousands of anti-fascist Poles. 
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heights, and- the major function of the Underground became sabotage, especially 
aimed against £*azi communications. The wrecking of' Uazi trains and motorcades, 
the burning of oil storage tanks and related activities has be. en a real help 
to the Red Army. Industrial sabotage lias seriously diminished liari production. 

;?hen the workers in a factory in Skarzysko refused to work on 
production f'r the Nazi array the Gestapo took 300 of them to the, edge of 
tvoxm, made them dig a large trench, lined them up on its brink and mowed 
them down with machine-gun fire. 

.Immediately the Underground reatliateu by wrecking two munitions 
trains and made off with 100 cases of ammunitions before the soldiers arrived. 
Eventually, the Nazis got it all baekjf . ; ' 

These things that have happened in Poland, the achievements of ishe 
^ an ^i- fascist 

Folish/forces, have been duplicated or a smaller scale in all the occupied 
countries. 

Porkers in a cartridge factory near liege ruined 1,500,000 rounds of 
ammunition by "forgetting" the powder. Labor conscripts wrecked an airport 



near Brussels when their Pari guards fled to shelters on hearing an sir-raid 





/ Last year a dozen photographers of the Norwegian Underground took 

/ 

I mation Pictures of various military objectives, such as the rebuilt defenses 

/ 

I of Narvik. The BAF returned with loads of bombs that levelled them. 

| In Yugoslavia Hitler is using more troops to fights the Chetniks 

| / ■■■• - O'''-' ' , ^ 

j than Napoleon used to take Moscow, _ ^ h , ;>*?,- t - ■■ '>■ ■ < p 

if ■■ ( . v ■ I • / ■■■ ' fj ! ‘ ■ ’ t* 

u . $hese are only some of the things the Undergrounds and the peoples 

of the occupied countries have done, not only for themselves, but for the 
people of all the u nited Nations. Like the -^oles, they know what they ere 
fighting for - freedom - theirs and ours. 

Daily they run risks and make sacrifices undreamed of in unopepg^d 
countries. i Their contributions to our common cause is great. They ask of 
us in return only that we help them. The only wav we can help them happens 
to be what we must do for ourselves. 

He must open a front in western Europe, as we have promised. 

When we do that, watch the Underground come up! 




